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L Since the mid-1960's, minimalism has become an important musical style in

' classical music. Minimalism uses short melodic, rhythmic and harmonic

[ patterns that are repeated again and again, for example, Mike Oldfield's

' Tubular Bells. These patterns often create a hypnotic effect. Composers
of minimalism include Philip Glass, Steve Reich and Terry Riley. The three

| composers were American.

His work is based on 5 or 6 nofes with no chord changes but has a

' Philip Glass
: powerful rhythmic steadiness.

‘ Steve Reich

' His work has small changes in time. He also uses electronic equipment to
} good effect, such as 3 or more tape recorders, microphones,
| loudspeakers, amplifiers, etc.

Many rock and pop bands make good use of minimalism, such as the
German band Kraftwerk, as well as many popular dance tracks.

Tubular Bells (Opening Section)
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Make up an eight-note melody of your own using the letters CEF G A
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Make up different combinations by changing one of the letters around
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Find the words from the lists below
Minimalist Composers Influences Musical Style
Compositions
La Monte Young Rock continuous Drumming
Terry Riley Jazz modal InC
Steve Reich * Pioneers regular
Tavener timbre
Arvo Part
Henryk Gorecki
Nyman
Fitkin

Many minimalist pieces explore a wide and colourful range of percussion
instruments, Among the letters in the dial below are the names of at
least 20 percussion instruments. How many can you find? (Use each letter

as often as you like.)
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